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And nom e Faith, Hope, 8 Charity, theſe Three ; but the 
greateſt of theſe is Charity, 1 Cor. xiii, 13. 
Ab hoc tamen, ſi eri poteſt, humanitatis jure poftlamic, ut non 
Prius damnet, quam univerſa cognoverit. | 
Sed novi hominum pertinaciam, nunquam impetrabimus. Timent 
enim ne & nobis revitti, manus dare aliquando clamante ipſa veri- 
rate, cogantur. Obſtrepunt igitur, & intercedunt, ne audiant ; . 


| ventlos ſuos opprimus t, ne is: videant quod offerimus. Lactant. 
5 inſtit. Lib. V 6s LE; 
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Perfection of the Chriſtian Law, its Suit- 
ableneſs to the preſent Circumſtances of 
Mankind, and what a direct Tendency the 
Obſervation of it has to promote the true 
=== Dignity; and higheſt Happineſs of the hü- 
mant | Nature, muſt needs be concern'd to ſee the Des 
ſign-df ir in ſo great a Meaſure defeated by Bigotry, and 
Party-Zeal. It can't but de Matter of Lamentation to 
uch an one, to ſee thoſe admirable Rules of Juſticę and 
Charity, vrhich our holy Religion lays down to be ob- 
_ ſerv'd by its Profeſſors, and Which are of everlaſting, | 
unchangeable Obligation, as being founded on the ne- 
ceſſary Nears and Relations of Things, infring'd and 
violated by unreaſonable Heats,” fierce Contentions and 
Quarrels about the Doctrines of it; which are no farther 
uſeful, than as they have a Tendency to influence Men 
.. and direct tiem in the Diſcharge of their natural Du- 
to God, and one another. And that this has been the 
-onſequenee of the * Wee about the Holy Tri- 
nity, 
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nity, is but too too viſible. Now as this has riſen, in a 
great Degree, from Mens thinking their particular Ex- 

# plication of this Doctrine a Fundamental of Chriſtianity ;- 
— (by which they mean, that an explicit Belief of it is, ac- 

= __- cording to the Conſtitution of the Chriſtian Covenant, 

k neceſſary to Salvation ;). I think nothing is ſo likely to 

5 allay the Fury of their Paſſions, and temperate their im- 

petuous Zeal, as convincing them that it is not of alto- 

; gether ſo high and important a Nature as they think it 

to be, and that a Disbelief is not in itſelf inconſiſtent 

with any Man's Chriſtianity, nor will deſtroy his Title 

to the Favour of Gop, and eternal Life. And ſince 

the Unitarians have never (as far as I can learn) made 

- their Principles in the Senſe above mention'd, fundamen- 

tal, and have had their Duty in their preſent Circum- 
= ſtances fully explain'd, and cloſely preſs'd upon them 

in an excellent Diſcourſe publiſh'd the laſt Year*; I 

ö ſhall have nothing to do with them in the following 
5 Eſſay, but only ſnew that the Trinitarian Notion is not 

1 one of the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Religion; 

meaning by Fundamentals, (whether the Notion be juſt 

or not) thoſe Doctrines, an explicit Belief of which is 

made in all common and ordinary Caſes, e 

neceſſary in order to Mens obtaining that Happineſs 

which is promis'd in the Chriſtian: Covenant. I ſay, in 

all common and ordinary Caſes, becauſe if any Man be 

neceſſarily, and invincibly ignorant of any Doctrine of 

this Nature, by being deny'd the Liberty of examining 

himſelf the original Records of our. Religion, or for 

Want of Inſtruction from others; this muſt be an Ex- 

ception from the general Law, unleſs we ſuppoſe the 

Almighty to be ſuch a tyrannical and arbitrary Being, 

as to puniſh his Creatures merely for not knowing what 

' *twas not in their Power to know, for Ignorance which 
was involuntary and unavoidable. ' And as a Diſcourſe 

of this Nature has ſuch a-viſihle Tendency to check the 

Growth of Uncharitableneſs and Schiſm, it can, I ſup- 

poſe, need no Apology with any one who conſiders the 

| preſent great Decay of Chriſtian Charity; and yet what 
WY a high Kank it holds among Chriſtian Graces, and how 
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Holy Trinity, addreſs'd to both contending Parties. 


1 ; _ ® Seaſonable Advices relating to the preſent Debates abour the 
pPreju- 
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E Diviſions, and the forming diſtin Parties an- 


. * 


8 political Society, where that ſtrict and cloſe Combs 


actions muſt be to the Chriſtian Society. For as in 
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nation which there ought to be between the Members of 


ir, in order to the joint Purſuit of one common Intereſt, 
is loſt, and many diſtin, independent, or contrary In- 
tereſts are ſet up, it muſt in the natural and neceſſary 
. courſe of Things weaken the Body; becauſe the Good of 
the whole will be diſregarded, every one proſecuting the 
narrow and contracted Intereſt of that Party to which 
he belongs; ſo, tho” Diviſions amongſt the Subjects of 
, - Chriſt's Kingdom ſhall not utterly overturn it, or entirely 


diſſolve his Government, becauſe having Wiſdom and 
Power enough, he can ſuperintend all the Affairs of it 
as he pleaſes, and has promis'd ſo to over-rule and mo- 


derate things, that his Church ſhall conrinue till the End 
_ of Time; yet muſt they needs be very. injurious to the 
_ Chriſtian Cauſe, as the common and general Intereſts 
of it will be, if not quite overlook'd, not regarded as 
| _— ought, nor as much as the Peculiarities of a private 
Seel. e 1 ” 


| Before J enter upon my main Argument, I ſhall prove 
theſe two preliminary Propoſitions relating to Funda- 
mentals in general. | | 


N 2 
1. That no Doctrine is a Fundamental, a neceſſary 


Article of a Chriſtian's Faith, but what is ſo plainly and 
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diſtinctly revealed, as that an ordinary Chriſtian, ſincere f Ph 


in his Enquiries, can't miſs of the Knowledge of it. 


2: That *tis not ſufficient that a Propoſition be clearly 


revealed to make it a Fundamental, but a Belief of it f 
mult alſo be made an expreſs Term of Happineſs in the 


ſacred Writings. 


I. No Doctrine is a Fundamental but what is 
plainly and diſtinctly revealed, as that an ordinary Chriſ- 


tian, ſincere in his Enquiries, can't miſs of the Know- 
ledge of it. This may be argu'd from the Perfections 
of God, and the Relations he ſtands in to Mankind: For 


certainly their kind Creator and Preſerver cannot but de- 


light in, and ſincerely deſire their Happineſs; and there- 
fore *fis not to be doubted but that he has done every 
thing to promote it, which is conſiſtent with his illuſtri- 


ous Excellence and Perfection, and with the Wiſdom 


of his Government over free Creatures. He cannot 


have fix'd it upon ſuch infinite Uncertainties, as that 


they 
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they may fail of obtaining it after the moſt ſincere and 
diligent Uſe of all the Means they are CAPABLE of 
- uſing, but muſt have made it certainly and infallibly at- 
tainable by every one who ſeeks it in the Integrity of 
his Heart. What can induce us to think the moſt good 
patur'd Being in the Univerſe to be ſuch a hard Maſter? 
H as there been any Want of Goodneſs in his Diſpenſa- 
tions towards Mankind, which might tempt us to enter- 
tain ſuch unworthy and injurious Thoughts of him? 
Again, Can he who has been at ſuch amazing Expence - 
to redeem the humane Race from that Deſtruction which 
their Sins had merited, and to raiſe our Nature to its 
| higheſt Perfection of Excellence and Happineſs; who, 
that he might be juſt to his Being and Attributes, and 
yet juſtify and fave us, deliver'd up his Son to Death for 
us all; can he, I ſay, have left it ſo abſolutely precarious, 
Whether poor illiterate Men, (who-are the far greateſt 
Part of the World) to whom eſpecially the Goſpel was 
preach'd, and conſequently to whoſe Capacities it ought 
to have been peculiarly adapted, ſhall, doing their Beſt, 
be happy or miſerable? How then can the grand End of 
the Life, Death, Reſurrection, and Goſpel of his Son 
be anfwer'd? Or finally, Has he ever been found falſe 
to his Word, or fail'd of the Accompliſhment ef his Pro- 
miſes, that his moſt ſolemn and ſacred Declarations 
of his Willingneſs that all Men ſhould be ſaved, and 
come to the | AN e of the Truth, ſhould be look'd 
upon as infincere, and he be repreſented as having pro- 
mis'd Happineſs to the greateſt Part of Mankind, if not 
upon abſolutely impoſſible Conditions, upon Conditions 
OP og eo nin, T, TY . 
Farther, upon the Suppoſition that A COM MON UN- 


- - LEARN'D CHRISTIAN, by the Uſe of his NAT U- 


RAL FACULTIES, and an ORDINARY Degree of 
Sincerity, after having offered up unfeigned and hearty 
Prayers to God for the Gift of his Holy Spirit to illu- 
minate his Mind, to clear it of all Miſts and Fumes of 

Prejudice and Paſſion, and to enable him to diſtinguiſh | 
between Error and Truth ; I ſay, upon the Suppoſition 
that ſuch a one may yet miſs of ſome Truths which he 
cannot be ſaved without the Knowledge of, what be- 


comes of the extraordinary and ſupereminent Grace of 


the Chriſtian Inſtitution? What Advantage upon this 
State of the Caſe hath the Chriſtian above the Few ? 2 
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rather, are not the Advantages of Judaiſm ſuperior to 
thoſe of Chriſtianity? The neceſlary Dottrines under that 
© Diſpenſation were few, plain, and intelligible; and tho? 


they were forc'd to ſubmit to a cumberſome Load of 


Rites and Ceremonies, and to many other uneaſy, poſi- 
tive Inſtitutions; yet theſe. they had a clear and diſtin 
Knowledge of, were not perplex'd with nice and ſubs 
tile Diſputations about what was commanded ; but were 


certain what God would accept and reward; whereas, 


upon this Scheme of things, a clear Head, and a pene- 
trating Judgment, are almoſt abſolutely neceflary to Sal- 
vation under the Chriſtian OEconomy; and Men of low, 
fimple Apprehenſions are in a Manner conſign'd over 
to Damnation, In this View, the Toke which Moſes laid 
a the Necks of the Fews was light, tho* hey groan'd 
under it, and were ſcarce able to bear it, in Compariſon 
of Chris Hoke, which is intolerable. - > 


The Promiſe of eternal inconceivable Glory and Hapd | 


pineſs annex'd to the Chriitian Law, makes the Caſe 
but very little better. For what does ſuch a Promiſe 


\ 7 to ſuch as are not capable of performingthe Con- 
ditions upon which *tis ſuſpended? But when a Hell of 


id much Horror and Aggravation of Torment is threat - 


end upon a Non-performance of theſe Conditions, who: 
Is. there almoſt but would eſteem Chriſtianity a Curſe,” 


rather than a Bleſſing, a Token of God's Vengeance 
and e rather than of his Mercy and tender 
 Compaſſi 


on? And, I believe, had the Apoſtles told the 


World at the firſt Publication of our Religion, that a 
right Notion of ſome of its Doctrines was neceſlary in 
order to their obtaining the Reward it promis'd, and 
avoiding the Penalty it threaten'd ; which yet they might 
fall ſhort of, after all the Care and Diligence, Pains 
and Induſtry, and the cloſeſt Application of Mind they: 
could poſſibly uſe, or, which is the ſame thing, coule 
have Vacation for uſing from the neceſſary Buſineſs, and 
indiſpenſable Concerns of humane Life, they would 
have been very backward to part with their ancient 72. 
daiſm, or Paganiſm, for ſuch a dangerous Scheme of 
Religion. And perhaps the Jews, from the Diſcoveries: 


which God himſelf had made to them of his Being and: 


Attributes; and the Gentiles, from thoſe Notices of them 


which might be gather'd from the common and ordina- 
ry Occurrences of his Providence, would think it an m. 


poſture, 
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oſture, what could never be of Divine Inſtitution ; ſince 
the Supreme Being, who had ever given abundant Ma- 
nifeſtations of his tender Regard to his Creatures, could 
never have fill'd the Way to their Happineſs with ſuch 
inſuperable Difficulties; but muſt have promis'd-it upon 
Terms which were in ſome meaſure conſiſtent with the 
natural Poverty of their Underſtandings, and Emptineſs 
of their Minds, and with the little Leifure, and ſmall 
Advantages they had far cultivating and improving them, 

+ by reaſon of the Neceſſity they were under of minding: 
the Affairs of Life. . . 
But farther, How is it poſſible for us to fulfil theſe 
Precepts, Make your Calling and Election ſure *; Rejoice 
in the Hope of: the Glory of God *; if there are not ſome. 

certain and infallible Grounds for us to proceed upon in 
judging of the State of our Souls, and our Meetneſs for 
Glory? But now, if the Juſtneſs of our Ideas, and the 

Correctneſs of our Thoughts about Uguibtc Opinions, 
and Texts of Scripturẽ Which admit 0 Various Inferprfe- 

tations, (for each of which ſomewhat plauſiblẽ and puz - 
zling may be offer d) will be a Meaſure of the Divine 

Proceedings at the Day of Judgment; how is it ſo much 
as poſſible for the Generality of Mankind to entertain 
any certain Perſuaſion, or the leaſt comfortable Hope of 
their future Happineſs? Nay, how is it poſſible for the 
moſt learned, ſagacious, and inquiſitive Perſons to do it, 
? fince the wiſeſt of us in this State of Darkneſs and Im- 0 
5 perfection, kzow ut in part, think but very confuſedly, 
I and are liable to be impos'd upon by fallacious and ſo- 
|  phiſtical Reaſonings ? This Thought muſt depreſs our 

Spirits, prevent our ever obtaining that ſprightly Joy and 

Triumph, which neceſſarily flows from an Expectation 

of the incomparable heavenly Felicity, and caſt a Miſt 

before the glorious Proſpect. The Soul, if this were 
the Caſe, would be ever in a trembling Condition; and 
in the laſt and moſt important Article of Life, good God! 

What Fluctuation would there be between Hope and 

Fear! What Agonies of Spirit! What an irreconcilable 

Averſion to Death! I believe, the moſt warm and zea- 

| lous Advocates for any particular Doctrine, upon grave 
and ſedate Reflection, cool and temperate Thi ing, 
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would not for 


| the, World have juſt Notions about it 
to be abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation; (Whatever they 
may ſay in the Tranſports of their Zeal) but would 
have Sincerity, ſerious, impartial, and humble Exami- 


nation to be the only Meaſure and Rule of Judgment. 
2. *Tis not ſufficient that a Doctrine be clearly re- 


veal'd to mike it a Fundamental; Hut. at 


Ns 
lief of it muſt be made an expreſs Term of Happimel: 
nte_vacred Wn 7 For, withour” DOoubr, 
Te1 great many clear Propoſitions, which many ſin- 
cere, honeſt Chriſtians have no explicit Belief of: Nor 
is it zeceſ/ary they ſhould, ſince they are prey inci- 
dental, and occaſional ;' and either do not at all affect 


_ Chriſtianity in any important Points of Doctrine, or 


Practice; or if they are of conſequence, tis only as 
they ſerve to illuſtrate the eſſential fundamental Parts of 
it, which yet may be believ'd, tho? ey are never ob- 


ſerv'd, or attended to. I grant indeed, that whenever 


0 


a Chriſtian ſees them to be clearly reveal'd, he is oblig'd 


to believe them: But then "tis not becauſe the Points 


of Doctrine are in themſelves ſo important, as that 
Mens Salvation, or Damnation, will be determin'd abſo- 
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lutely by their Knowledge; or Ignorance of them; but 


becauſe they ate (as he thinks) in the Word of God, 
who is omniſcient; and ſo can't be deceiv'd himſelf, 


Juſt and faithful, arid ſo cannot impoſe upon his Crea- 


tures and there is ſtill this Difference between any of 
theſe Propoſitions, and thoſe which are, in the Senſe a- 
bovemention'd, fundamental, that a Man may be ſav'd 
without an explicit and particular Belief of THESE; 
Whereas the other are inc 
plicitly believ'd, as being the eſſential conſtitutive Parts 


of the New Covenant. 


i And now, methinks, it ſhould be paſt Diſpute, not 
only that Chriſt alone, as ſole King of his Church, has 


a Right to ſettle, upon what Terms thoſe who are wil- 


- 


1 ; 


TS * - 2 8 4 — 4 1 
5 66s \ 


Bog to become his Subjects, mult expect to be protected 
an 


iſpenſably neceſſary to be ex- 


rewarded by him; but that theſe Terms are expreſly : + 


determin'd; arid particulatly; that our Lord, out of his 
gracious and kind Concern for his Church, which he hath 
purchaſed with his own Blood *, hath fully and clearly 
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fevealed what thoſe Truths are, which are of ſuch vat 
Importance, as that the Happineſs of immortal Souls 
depends upon an explicit Belief of them, and which 
therefore it ſo nearly concerns all the Members of it 
to be appriz'd of. So that we may reſt ſatisfy'd, that 
© whenever this is not expre y ſaid; with relation to any 
particular Doctrine of Chriſtianity, Miſapprehenſions of 
that Part of the Revelation which contains it, (if we 
have examin'd it with Sincerity) will never be brought 
into the Account againſt us at the Day of Judgment; 
but if we can be charg'd with nothing elſe, we ſhall be 
able to lift up our Heads with Joy and Confidence in 
chat ſolemn and awful Day of Trial, and ſhall be found 
Perfect and entire, in a Goſpel Senſe wanting nothing. 
- HERE then is a ſtrait and eaſy Way to true, oli 
Peace; a rational Foundation of Comfort, which does 
not cramp a free inquiſitive Genius in its Searches after 
Truth. For Fm perſuaded, did Men only conſider 
what kind of Faith that is which Chriſt and the Goſpel 
make neceſlary, and not pay ſo much Deference to the 
_ Deciſions and Determinations of perhaps weak and de- 
 luded, or of artful, deſigning Men, whoſe Intereſt it is 
10 keep their Minds in Fetters, and to hold their rational 
Faculties in Chains, in the moſt abject and ignominious 
Servitude; the Truths of the Goſpel would not be loſt 
for want of being look'd into, and examin'd)} Men 
would not be affrighted from ſeeing with their own Eyes 
what is real, unadulterated Chriſtianity, and what are only 
the Dreams of fanciful and bewilder'd Enthuſiaſts, for 
fear. of falling into Hereſy ; but Primitive Chriſtianity 
would probably revive; and *tis likely there would be 
a greater Uniformity in Judgment and Opinion than 
there is at preſent; for Chriſtanity, abſtracted from the 
Colouring and Varniſh which has been laid upon it, and 
Feparated from School-Divinity, one of the worſt Ene- 
mies it ever had, (and by which it has been horribly per- 
lex'd, and render'd involv'd and intricate) is a plain 
intelligible Religion. But if this were not obtain'd, 
there would be more of Charity, and mutual Forbear- 
ance, and leſs of that turbulent, ſchiſmatical, impoſing, 
tyrannical Spirit, which has reflected ſo much Diſhonour 
upon the Chriſtian Cauſe, and made it the Sport and 
Deriſion of Infidels. 7 oe mg 


[ would 


I I would draw this general Concluſion from the Pre- 
miſſes, that #o Chriſtian who has the Liberty of looking 
into his Bible, and. uſes that Liberty, can err in Funda 
mentals. I take it for granted, that ſuch a one believes 
'the Being of a God, and a future State of Rewards and 
Puniſhments; (which I think are not fundamental Ar- 
ticles of Chriſtianity, properly fo called, but general 
Maxims, upon which al cg, natural, or reveal'd, 
is built) for this is imp y d in his profeſſing to be of any 
Religion. And now, how is it poſſible for any honelt 
Man who reads his Bible, to miſs of the Knowledge of 
any eſſential Part of Chriſtian Doctrine? When what- 
ever Doctrine is of this Nature, is clearly, and diſtinct- 
ly, and intelligibly reveal'd? Nay, how is it poſſible that 
any Man, honeſt, or diſhoneſt, ſhould miſtake here, 
when all ſuch neceſſary Doctrines are made expreſs-Con- 
ditions of Salvation in the ſacred Writings which he is 
ſuppos'd to be converſant with? Tis poſſible, indeed, that 
Men may be induc'd by ſome vicious Luſt, and to ſerve 
ill Deſigns, to deny ſuch grand Truths, which is cer- 
tainly a deſtructive: and damnable Error: But then the 
Reaſon why ſuch Perſons are Heirs of Damnation and 


Wrath, is not an Error in F b ba or the Imperfec- 


tion and Deficiency of their Faith, but *tis becauſe their 
Wills are deprav'd and vicious. d, by the way, ſince 
ts plain that no Chriſtian who aſes his Bible, can avoid 
knowing what Doctrines are eſſential, and indiſpenſably 
neceſlary Parts of Chriſtian Faith; I think, it fairly and 
naturally follows, that no Do&rines can be, as the Word 
has been explain'd, fundamental, about which Chr:ftians 
Aſing their Bibles are diſagreed and divided into Parties; 

and conſequently, that none of thoſe Points which are 
at preſent debated by great Numbers on all Sides in the 
Proteſtant World, are of ſach vaſt and infinite Conſe- 
quence: To mention Particulars, not the Doctrines of 
the Trinity, Original Sin, Abſolute Election, Perſever 
rauce, &c. For 11 any of theſe are neceſſary and funda- 
mental Doctrines; ſince Doctrines of this Sort cannot 


but be knownto all Chriſtians who read the New Teſta- 


ment, (as being not only clearly reveal'd, but therein 
made in expreſs Words abſolutely neceſſary to be be- 
liev'd;) we muſt ſuppoſe one of the contending Parties 
to profeſs and maintain, to promote their temporal In- 
tereſts, or ſerve ſome W 2 not only what they 
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res SEED F 7. 
do not believe, but what they know to be falſe; which 
js a Suppoſition ſo groſs and e ſo contrary to 
all'the Principles of natural Juſtice an 8 and to 
the Probabilities of things, that ?twould be a Reflection 
upon the Chriſtianity and common Senſe of a civiliz'd 
People to attempt to expoſe it. TI 
And now having ſtated the Notion of a Fundamental 
Doctrine, and given the Characters of it, I ſhall exa- 
mine by the two general Rules which I have laid down, 


whether the Trinitarian Scheme be a Fundamental, or 


r i 


The Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, are the one C 
be ſo clearly and plainly reveal'd, as that No SINCERE 
Max, SER1OUs in his ENQUIRIES, can miſs of the Know- 
ledge of it. And it cannot be ſo much as pretended, 


that the Propoſition itſelf þ lainly geliver'd in Scripture : 
If it be, let the Place, or Places be produc'd, and III 
engage the World ſhall own themſelves 0 I for the 
Diſcovery. Tis only faid to be a plain Conſequence of 
' what the Scriptures aſſert concerning God, and concern- 
ing the Sacred Three, The Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt. Now this is quite another thing from its being 
clearly, and diſtinctly, and expreſſy reveal'd: For it may 
be a clear Conſequence to one Perſon from what the 
Holy Scripture fays, tho? another can't ſee it; Men 


Fa 
——{ 


. Then, let us ſee, whether this Propoſition, viz. 2 


25 having different Educations, Capacities, and Ways of 


Thinking. And therefore, to make it equivalent to a 
clear an 8 Revelation, it muſt be a zeceſſary and 
umavoidable Conſequence of what the Scripture aſſerts; 
a Conſequence which every ſincere and ſerious Searcher 
after Truth, can't help diſcerning. But this is not the 


__ Caſe; becauſe there are Multitudes who declare, that upon 


the moſt ſtrict and impartial Search they are capable of 
making, they not only cannot ſee this to be a Scripture 
_ Conſequence, but diſcern the contrary to be plainly and 
evidently ſuch, and more than ſo, to be aſſerted (as they 
think) in direct Terms in the Revelation. But you'll 
. fay perhaps, that they are influenc'd by ſöme criminal 
Depravity of Mind; by Pride, Paſſion, or an Affectation 
of Novelty. This is conſtantly by Bigots and Enthu- 
ſiaſts, by thoſe who are in the Wrong, as well: as by 
thoſe who are in the Rb ſet againſt the ſolemn and 
repeated Declarations of their Opponents to ne cot» 
. 5 e trary; 


It ever 3 a latent 


Cf 
trary; and therefore ought only to be regarded as an 
Effect of Heat and Forwardneſs of Temper, or an over- 
weaning Fondneſs for 2 8 own particular Sentiments. 
in plain 


fore all who differ from us, are partial, and prejudic'd, 
and under the Influence of ſome wrong biaſs or other; 


elſe they would think, and judge as we do. For, if 


Men were firmly perſuaded of the Truth of that grand 


Erincip le of the Proteſtant Religion, a Principle That 1s 


"6n the very Make and Conſtitution of human 


Nature; that they are weak, ſhort 1 Creatures, 
Aiable to Error; they would never boaſt of abſolute Cer- 


taihty in doubtful Caſes, or determine poſitively that the 
Truth of! a Queſtion lies on their Side, when they are 
oppos'd by a great Number of Men, of, at leaſt, equal 
Senſe and Learning, and in ALL OTHER CASES allow'd 


of equal Integrity. / Are you abſolutely certain, that the 


Conſequence you would draw from diſputable Paſſages 


of Scripture, is juſt and natural, and that no other plau- 
ſible, and ſeemingly conſiſtent Senſe can be fix'd upon 


them? You can't ſay you are, becauſe you are fallible, 


and may be miſtaken: And if you are liable to Error, 
is it not as poſſible that others may be in the Right, in 


Yenying the Conſequence to be true and rational, as you _ 
are in affirming it? So that all the mighty Noiſe which 


haas been made about your Explication of the Doctrine 


of the Trinity's being as plain and evident as that the 
Sun is up at Noon-Day, ſo that no one can fail of ſeeing 


as you do, who is not hinder'd by ſome vicious Preju- 


dice, c. comes to this tis not deliver'd in expreſs 


Terms in Scripture, hut yoz think it naturally follows 


from what the Scripturè aſſerts; tho', as you are fallible 


Beings, you cannot be abſolutely certain, that your Con- 
cluſion is juſt, or that Education, Prepoſſeſſion, and a 


Regard to general Opinion had not a great Influence. 


upon you in forming it: And is there no Difference be- 
tween a real, neceſſary, and unavoidable Conſequence 
from Scripture Premiſſes, and a conjectural Conſequence 

a 7 * EC 
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pere js : 
But to anſwer the Objection directly, there are man 


learned Men who have fallen in with the Unitarians, 


ttat have given as great Evidence of their having done 


it 


Claim of Infallibility, and s? - 
ug liſp, exactly the ſame with ſaying, we ats . 8 
abſolutely certain that we are in the Right, and there: 
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#. in the Sincerity of their Souls, and of their not being 
y. vicious Affection, as the nature of the 
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Scxipture Conſequences are not ſo clear and neceſlary, 


eſt and impartial Man auſt diſcern them, 
They are, as far as we can judge, and were always ac- 
Rowledged to be ſo before they publiſh'd their Hereſy, 


which it ſeems is of Force enough to alter the N — 


3 


ONE 


of Men and Things) Men of inviolable Righteouſneſs 


and Truth, aud of unſpotted Integrity; and conſequently, 
%is but reaſonable to N that they were ſerious in 
8 ind and Will of their great 


Lord and Maſter, were ſincerely deſirous to come to 


the Knowledge of the Trutb, and were ſway'd and go- 


vern'd by no other Conſiderations beſides that of approv- 
ng themſelves to their King and Judge. is but a Piece 
of natural Juſtice, to ſuppoſe this of n Man, 
who makes it his chief End to recommend himſelf to 
God, and ſecure his Favour,, knows of what vaſt Im- 
3 and abſolute N eecdlity a regular Courſe of 

neſty and Sincerity is, and that all the Truths of God 


—_ 


dave ſome Way or other a Tendency to promote his 


Happineſs. ls. „ 
Moreover, the Notions they now entertain, are con-: 


tary to thoſe Principles, in the Belief of which they 


were educated, and in whoſe Favour they were ſo lon 
prepoſſeſs d; which *tis likely they did not renounce till 
they had examin'd the Matter thoroughly, over and over, 


With the utmoſt Strictneſs and Nicety, and not at laſt 


Without ſome kind of Fear and en, or at leaſt, 
Suſpicion and Piſtruſt. I believe, We all find (all, I mean, 


ho have any ſerious Concern for their Souls) that we 


are very cautious how we part with thoſe Doctrines 
Which we have been 1 to hold Sacred, as being mo- 
mentous Parts of the Chriſtian Revelation. We are na- 


durally apt to be very much ſtartled if we hear but the 
Truth of them call'd in queſtion; and inſtead of being 
forward to entertain contrary Principles, we are rather 
00 ſhy and reſerv'd, backward to receive Conviction, 


and fancy that all that is offer'd againſt ps, is conſiſtent 
enough with our Set of Thoughts, and very reconcijeable 
to them, tho” there are inſuperable Difficulties in it. We 
may ſee clearly how much human Nature is govern'd by 


Hg Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion in the Few: Nation. They 


expected that the Meſſias would appear in the Fulneſs of 
earthly Splendor and Glory, with the Pomp and Majeſty 
bf an univerſal, temporal Monarch, to break the Yoke 
of their Enemies, and make the Gentiles their Slaves 
and Tributaries; and to compoſe this glorious Scene, 
had join'd together all the e a of human Great- 
neſs; and therefore, when our Lord appear'd ia the Form 
e a Servant, in a mean and humble State, which was 
à Bar to their Ambitions, and aſpiring Thoughts and 
Aims; the Generality of them deſpis'd and rejected him, 
and vilify'd him as an Impoſtor. 1s uot this the Car- 
penter's Son? ſeem'd to have been the general Cry. Ie 
ut his Mother's Name Mary, c? How then can his 
Fellow, who is of ſuch a low and obſcure Original, be 
the Kizg and Saviour of Iſrael? And can it be 1imagin'd 
that any ſober, religious Trinitariaus could be leſs pre- 
- Judic'dagainſt that Scheme, which muſt, as their Thought 
then ran, derogate ſo infinitely from the Glory of the 

bleſſed and adorable Jeſus > It cannot be thought they = 
would be induc'd to think favourably of it, much leſs to en 
tertain it, till they had maturely and deliberately weighed 
and conſidered Things, made the narroweſt Scrutiny into 


the Merits of the Cauſe, and had join'dwiththeſe ſincere 


Endeavours, folemn and repeated Addreſſes to the God 
of Light and Knowledge, for Inſtruction and Informa- 
tion If we add to this, that in altering their Sen- 
eimEnts, and making a publick Profeſſion of it, they 
could have no Proſpect of Advantage, but were ſure of 
I the popular Odium, of being treated as ſingular, 
enthuſiaſtical Perſons, and perhaps as damnable Here- 
ticks, and miſerable Apoſtates ; we ſhall be forc'd to 
own, that nothing but the ſeeming Plainneſs of the Evi- 
dence, ſenſe of Duty, and a ſtrict Regard to Conſcience, 
Made them believe, or declare their Belief of ſuch ob- 
noxious, deteſted Opinions. A Proſpect of Diſgrace 
and Infamy is very ſhocking and terrible to human Na- 
ture; and they had too much good Senſe not to foreſee 
this Conſequence, and therefore we may be ſure, would 
never have run themſelves upon it willingly, not till they 
ſaw etwas unavoidable, without nabiug Shipwreck of 
Faith and a good Conſcience. Theſe are the very Argu- 
ments which are us'd promiſcuouſly by Chriſtians of all 
Denominations, to prove, that the Apoſtles of our Lord 
were ſincere in their Accounts of his Reſurrection; that 
> 1 | _TWa; 


* 


9 * . RR 4 
9 9 * * . EVE MRO TOA VR ET vs n Y 1 * 4 1" 2 9 
y , 2 * 
* « C \ 
4 N 
1 7 0 - 
. * 
— I ® 


OO IE Ro W 
N * 1 * * * 


K's 22 * W nnr * * p 
>; q Sers 4 * 9 
- * 7 IS, ee. \ 7 
1 
„ { f 
* : By ® 


* p 7 "44 : 
3 8 [ 
x * - o ; 


viz. That they were ſintere honeſt Men; and. ſo wou'd 


ot endeavour to impoſe upon the World; or relate aux 
Thing which they were not ſure of. That they could not 


be ſuppos . forward to embrace the Chriſtian Religion : 


| Becauſe, *twas contrary to their pre- couceivd Opinions, 
as well as to thoſe of the reſt of their Conntrymen + And, 


finally, they bad no proſpect of getting any Thing 


| ſpreading ſuch a falſe Report amongſt the People ; but 


were almoſt ſure to meet with Fg Contempt, aud Death 


 Trſelf; and therefore, being Men of calm Thought, as ap- 
Pear by the excellent Diſcourſes of Morality which they 


wrote, they would never have expos'd themſelves to ſuch 
dreadful Inconveniencies, and to certain Ruin, if they had 


not been convinc'd of the Truth of what they deliver'd to 
he World, after the moſt careful and diligent Enquiry, 
and of the Neceſſity they were under of. acting as they did, 


20 avoid the divine Diſpleaſure. This has been urg'd 
with great Advantage againſt the Deiſts, whoever have 


been, and ever will be pinch'd by it; ſince all arguing 
_ againſt it, is arguing. againſt the Make and Frame of 


human Nature, the Reaſon and Paſſions of Mankind *. 


And, I think, the Argument holds equally ſtrong. with 
Relation to many of the moſt learn'd amongſt the preſent 
Unitarians: And there can nothing, I believe, be urg'd 
from the Nature of Things, to vindicate the Apoſtles 


from a Charge of Pride, Self-conceit, Affectation of 
Novelty, an ambitious Defire of Fame, Sc. which 


may not in like Manner be made uſe of to vindicate and 
Clear THEM: If this Way of Reaſoning be good, and 


juſt; apply it indifferently, and without Partiality, to the 
Caſe of every one to whom it may be apply'd; to the 
Unitarians in their Turn, as well as to the Apoſtles, and 
firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity. But if it be not juſt, 
there is an end of one great Bulwark of Chriſtianity, 
one important Proof of the Truth and Divinity of our 
Holy Religion. 


And if Men of Learning, who have given the utmoſt 
Evidence of their being {ſincere and impartial, cannot 


7” 


1 


a 


— Rnnd 


- © Refer io my Sermon Preach d at Trowbridge. 


© 0” * , EY Pr * 9 
, , . WW 85 : 4 y N F Fe 25 8 2 8 TOES eZ ** N = — 
N * F 
3 : : 
* * 
F ns © 

I a : 1 * 

. . * 


 Zwasnot love-6f Novelty, or a Deſire to be famous; 
and raiſe themſelves a Name, which made em atteſt it 
but only a real and hearty Conviction of the Truth of it; 
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ſee this Conſequence; it muſt be more than poſſible, 
that Men of inferior Capacities ſhould miſs ſeeing it; 
and conſequently, it cannot be a Fundamental, ſince 
have ſhewn before, that all fundamental Articles of 
Faith are. ſo clearly and diſtinctly reveal'd, as that ho- 
neſt Men of the loweſt Degree of Underſtanding can't 
fail of the Knowledge of them. Upon the Suppoſition 
of the Falſhood of the Unitarian Doctrine, it can't, 1 
think, with any Modeſty be deny'd, but that in what 
the Patrons of it offer againſt the orthodox Expoſition 
of Texts of Scripture, and in Favour of their own O- 
8 there is ſomewhat plauſible, and ſuch puzzling 
ifficulties as Perſons of an ordinary Capacity cannot 
ſolve: Becauſe the Solution of them depends upon Cri- 
ticiſm, and underſtanding in ſome meaſure the origi- 
nal Languages; and the different Acceptation of Words 
and Phraſes, which ſuch are no competent Judges of. 
So that *tis an eaſy Matter for one who believes the 
Subordination of the Son and Spirit to the Father, and 
is a perfect Maſter of his Scheme, to ſeduce them from 
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the Truth; or, at leaſt, unſettle, and unhinge their 


Minds. And if it ſhou'd ſo happen, *twou'd be very 
raſh and cenſorious to aſcribe it to a vicious Temper ; 
or to ſay, that they had not a ſincere Love to Truth, 
were not ſerious and diligent, according to their Capa- 
City and Leiſure, in theit Searches after it, and earneſt 
and importunate with GOD to direct and lead them 
into it. | MO oe  agn 
But farther, let us ſee of what particular Texts this 
Propoſition, The Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
are the One Gop, can be ſuppos'd to be an undeniable 
Conſequence. Is it a Conſequence of thoſe Texts 
which ſpeak of the Father as the only true GoD, the a- 
lone ſupteme and ſelf-cxiſtent Being *? The Unitariaus 
Will tell us, that the contrary, vix. That the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, are not the one ſupreme 
Go, ſeems to be a neceſſary Confequence from theſe ; 
| becauſe, if the Father, :. e. the firſt Perſon of the TRI- 
NITY, only be true Gop in the higheſt Senſe, the ſelf- 
exiſtent Being, and original Cauſe of all Things; the 
Son and Spirit not being the FATHER, cannot be zhe 
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John xyii, 3. 1 Cor, viii. 6. Pa 
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and unavoidable Conſequence 
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from the Text, which ſpeaks of the Father alone as 
knowing the preciſe Time of the Deſtruction of Feru- 
ſalem*, and conſequently as being alone ſtrictly and 
properly Omniſcience? Or is the ſupreme Deity of the 


one only. living and true Gop. Or is it A Conſequence 


Son deducible from that Place, which ſpeaks of him as 


inferiour, and in Subjection to the Father in his higheſt 
Nature, v2. before his Incarnation, and ſo before-the 
92965857 of the human Soul ©? Or from thoſe which 
ſeem to imply, that it was the Logos, or divine Word 
Himſelf who was abas'd and ſuffer'd ** Natural Reaſon 
wou'd prompt us to think the cotitrary, ſince the ſu- 
preme Being is, and muſt be impaſlible, becauſe of the 
neceſfary and immutable Happineſs of his Nature. Or 
is the Equality of the Holy Ghoſt with the Father and 


Son, inferr'd from his being ſo often repreſented as 


miniſtring to both of them, which among Men, I 
mon” W. Never a Mark of Subordination Af eriori- 


Let us fee then, what 
other Texts will afford it. Patticularly,- whether it fol- 
lows, that Chriſt is moſt high Gop from what St. Paul 
ſays of him e, who being in the Form of Gon, thought it 
#0 Robbery to be equal with GOD. Now it can't be a 


; ty. F believe, we muſt ee here for this neceſſary 


neceſſary Conſequence from this Text: Becauſe tis 


granted, and (I think) prov'd by many learned Men, 
Who have wrote on this Subject, that the Words ought 
not to be-render'd zhought it no Robbery, but did not ar- 


rogate to himſelſ, or covet to be equal with God f. And 
tis diſputable at leaſt, whether it ought not to be tran- 


ſlated lite Gor, {ſince Equality is ſomewhat abſolute ; 


Whereas the Word "les, as Mr. Emlyn obſerves s, ad- 


mits of Degrees. Neither, I think, is there an abſo- 
lute Neceſſity of concluding it from what our Saviour 
Tays, I, and my Father are one: Becauſe, the Unitarian 


_ Expoſition of theſe Words of a Unity of Conſent and 
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lat. xxiv, 36. © Pſa, xl. 8S. John xvii. 5. Ads 


XX, 28, Col, i. 14, 15. 2 Cor. viii. 9. Rev. i. 17, 18. 


i . 6. © See particularly Dr. Whitby on the Place, and 


Dr. . Beanet's Anſwer to Dr. Clark. 5 True Narrative of the 


| Proceedings of Diſſenting Miniſters at Dublin againſt Mr. T. E. 
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Agreement, 
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Ee, as the Triwitarian Interpretation of em, viz. of 


LED 


© Upon the Whole, tis not expreſſly aſſerted in Scrip- 
b Holy Gki 


oft are the one 


miſſes, that tis not a Conſequtience ſo unavoidable, as 


that every ſincere and impartial Man muſt ſee it; be- 
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m que ver has a Mind to ſee whar may be ſaid fe or this latter Rea of 


mx, may conſult Mr. Whiſton's Primitive Chriſtianity, Vol, 4. 


nt, waſt be allow'd to bid as fair for being the 
; mow” of Nature and Effence : Since 8. John himſelf - 


fary and unaygidable Conſequence from Scripture Pre-. 


1 
1 
| 
| 
| 


Dig. that there is but one Gop o. 


CO on | 
cauſe the Un:tarians, who do not ſee it, (many of whom 
are Men of unqueſtionable Learning and Judgment,) 
have given the World as good Proofs of their Er 
ality and Integrity as can reaſonably be deſir'd; and con- 
(equently it cannot be a Fundamental; fince every fun- 
damental Doctrine muſt be ſo clearly reveal'd, as to be 
obvious, not only to the wiſe and learned, but even to 
vulgar Underſtandings. [ I. wou'd add, before I cloſe 
this Head, that that Propoſition, :here are three Some- 
 wuhats, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, who are yet but 
ane GoD, ſeems to me impoſſible to be TRUE in any 
Senſe: For whatever is, is either a Being of it ſelf, or 
an Attribute, Mode, or Relation of Being. To ſay that 
by three Somewhats, are meant three Attributes only, 
is to make three Attributes to be the whole divine Na- 
ture with all its Attributes; which is a Contradiction: 
And no Reaſon can be aſſign'd, why every Attribute 
of Gop ſhou'd not be a diſtin&t Perſon, as well as theſe 
three, be they Self- exiſtence, or Wiſdom, or Power, 
or. Whatever elſe you pleaſe. To ſay that by three 
Somewhats is meant only one and the ſame divine Be- 
ing, under three different Relations and Modes of Ex- 
iſtence, is to deſtroy the real Exiſtence of the Son, and 
Spirit, and is contrary to many plain Paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, where diſtinct, perſonal Properties are aſcrib'd to 
each of them. But if theſe three Somewhats are three 
| Beings of themſelves, as they muſt be, if they are not 
three Properties, Modes, or Relations; they muſt of 
Neceſſity be three diſtinct Gops; to aſſert which, is to 
ſubvert the grand Foundation of e RELIGION, 


To this it may be 
ſaid, that the Doctrine of the Trähity is an unintelligi- 
ble, incomprehenſible Myſtery, and that therefore it 
may be true, tho' we can't ſee how it can be. Be it 
1d; yet we ſee from hence, how *tis poſſible for an ho- 
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 ® IP acever would ſee more upon this Head, may conſult the Nature 
and Conſequences Ss conſider d; which is 2 Pan} FT 
J dare ſay will be ever manſwerd: And I take this Opportunity of 
preblickly thanking its honeſt and ingenious Author. for the eminent Ser- 
vice he has done to Chriſtianity, and the Proteſtant Catifee: : 
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neſt Man to think the Propoſſtion falſe and abſurd': 
And fince all thoſe Scriptures which are urg'd as Proofs 


of it, are capable of another and different Interpreta- 
tion, oy ſuch a one may be induc'd by this Reaſoning, 
be it either juſt, or ſophiſtical, to embrace the contrary 
Opinion, conſiſtently with the ſtricteſt Principles of 
Sincerity. | | 


2. Suppoſing the Trinitarian Doctrine to be clearly | 


reveal'd, tis no Fundamental, unleſs it be made an ex- 
preſs Term of Happineſs in the New Teftament. But 
nov this is not the Caſe : If it were, it might be eaſily 
prov'd to be ſo, by producing the Paſlage, or Paſlages, 


where *tis expreſſly ſaid, that whoever believes that the 


Father, Son, and Spirit is the one only living and true Gon, 

| ſhall be ſav'd; and whoever believes not this, fhall be 
'damn'd; or ſomewhat to the ſame Effect, as full and ex- 
preſs as this is. Tis ſo far from it, that the contrary is plain- 
ly demonſtrable from the holy Scriptures. For the E- 
vangeliſt Late, in the Preface to his Goſpel, plainly in- 
timates, that it contains all the neceſſary Parts of the 
Chriſtian Faith ?: Foraſmuch as many have taken in Hand 


20 ſet forth in order a Declaration OF THOSE THINGS which. 


ARE MOST SU ehewd amongſt us, &c. it ſeem d 
good to me alſo, having had perfect Underſtanding of ALL 
T HINGS from the very firſt, to write umo thee IN Ok- 
DER, znoſt excellent Theophilus, at thou may'ſt know 
the Certainty of THOSE T HINGS wherein thou haſt been 
inſtructed. And St. Paul ſeems to mean this, when he 
ſays 2, Gop will. judge the Secrets of Men according to 
my Goſpel: For the Goſpel of St. Lake was writ by 


the Direction, and under the Influence of this Apoſtle. 


And Euſebius mentions a Tradition which they had, that 


St. Paul always ſpoke of it in this Manner, whenever he 


referr'd to it *. If ſo, in thoſe Words he makes it the 
Rule of Judgment, and conſequently ſuppoſes it to be 
_ a perfect Rule. If then in this Goſpel, all Things ne- 


Cerſſary to be believed are comprehended ; no Point of 


Doctrine, a Belief of which is not here made a Condi- 
tion of future Happineſs, ought to Beurg'd by Chriſti- 
ans as indiſpenſably neceſfary in ſucceeding Ages upon 
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ach other. But now this Propoſition, the Father, the 
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Son, and the Holy. Gnoll are the one Gon, is not only 
not declar d herein to be a neceſſary Article of Chriſtian 
2 but here is ge any Thing ſaid about the Deity 
| of the Son and Spirit; Nor are here by far ſuch high and 
e xalted Tings ſpoken of them, as in other Parts of the 


. Chriſtian Revelation <7, 
Farther, All the Faith which it and his oftles 5 
| to the 


Sayation, 5 pre 
Jeu, = the Gop and 4 Faber of our Lord 
Jeſus to be the ozly rue Gop, (which was alſo made 

neceſſary when ares ade rs to the Gentiles ©) was the 
' believing him to-be the Son of Gon the promis'd Me | 
Koe in i ah; the Saviour and Ki the 
World; and conſequently none befides Tas FAITH is 
neceſſary and indiſpenſable. * Feſrs ſaid unto her (zo 
Martha) I am the Reſurrettion aud the Life, &c. whoe- 

ver liveth aud believeth in me ſhall never die; helieueſt 
| #hou this? She ſaith unto him, yea, Lord, I beheve, that 
#hou art 705 Chriſt the Son of Gop eek ſhou d come 
auto the Morld. And we are to That the great End 
of the Miracles which Our bleſſed Saviour * 


was to OR nad World, that he was zhe Sn of ff 


Gop; as a ſure Way to eternal Life. ain, bo- 
frever ſpall confeſs. þ w Fees is. the Son 9 GoD, Gon. 
ewelleth in him, and he in Gov. What can be more 
Plain than this? | ; 


We may likewiſe FEVER that the Preaching of the 
Apoſtles, of which we have an Account in the Acts, 
Was deſign'd to convince Men of this one Thing, That 

| Jeſus was the Meſſias. This was the Sum of St. Pe- 
ters firſt Sermon, by which he converted near three 
Thouſand: Therefore let all the Houſe of Iſrael %, 
40 aredly, that Gor hath made that ſame Jeſus whom ye 
ve crucified, both Lord aud Chriſt. His Sermon to 
the Fews in the third Chapter was to the ſame Purpoſe, 
And we are told at once, what was the continual Sub- 
xc of their Preaching, ? "and daily in the Temple, and in 
every Houſe, 0 ceas'd not 70 beach * 2 12 5 
f * 
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But here, perhaps, it will be -objeQed; that tho” the 
Trinitarian Notion be not made in direct Terms ahſo- 
tutely neceſſary to Salvation, in the ſacred Writings; 
yet tis thus neceſſary by Conſequence : Becauſe, the 
_ contrary is a conſequential "Rs what the Scrip- 
ture makes neceſſary to Salvation. To which I anſwer, 
that a conſequential: Denial of 1 is no Denial of it at 
1, unter" Perfon fec, and take ine Conſequence. . 
But how is it rcorfeqticntial Denial of what the Scrip- 
ture makes neceſſary? Why thus: Upon the Luitariam 
Principles Chriſt cou'd not be the Redeemer and Savi= 
our of the World, or a propitiatory Sacrifice for the 
Sins of Men; which is the Foundation of the Chriſtian 
Covenant, and conſequently muſt be neeeſſary to be 


committed a 
TONS, AN | 
ſtrict Equivalent, Satisfaction cou'd never be made by 
any beneath the ſupreme Gon himſelf. To which I 
anſwer. that the main Foundations of this Objection 
are falſe; which entirely deſtroys the Force of it, viz. 
That every Sin is of infinite n and that Gopꝰs 
Sig 'd him to demand a ſtrict Equivalent; for 
ff all Sins are infinite, all Sins are equal; (unleſs we 
ſuppoſe one infinite to be greater than another;) and if 
they are all of equal Malignity, then to, Sin with the 
utmoſt Eagerneſs and Delight, againſt the ſtrongeſt 


inſt a Being of infinite and unlimited Per- 


_ Convictions, the higheſt Degrees of Light and Know- - 


ledge, and the moſt forcible Motives and Obligations to 


Obedience, are no Aggravations of a Crime; nor do 
they encreaſe its Guilt. Nor can we, upon this Suppo- 
- fition, ever account for the different Degree | 
ry and Torment in Hell: Becauſe, every Sin being in- 
Anitely Evil, and oem pings boon) Miſery infinite 
in Duration, and as great in Degree as humane Nature 
is capable of ſuffering, the Demerit of one Offence can 
be no greater than of another; nor can it poſſibly re- 


quire a more intenſe Puniſhment. And I very muck 


queſtion, whether the greateſt Sins that have ever been 
committed, were not ſtill capable of farther Aggrava- 
tions. Tis paſt Diſpute, that the greateſt Part ot thoſe 
Otfences, which Mankind daily commit, are, and con- 
ſequently; they cannot be of infinite Malignity : = 


* 


believ'd. For Sin being of Rau Malignity, becauſe 
m 
GDs Tullce obtiging him to demand a 
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eauſe their Malignity is 


— 
pable of being increas'd and 
1 hten'd. ES 3 . ; n . 
o the other us viz. That God's infinite * Ju- 
ftice oblig'd him to demand a {trict Equivalent, I have 
this to ſay, That God's governing Juſtice, conſider'd as 


v4 
> 
. 


._. it relates to the diſpenſing Rewards and Puniſhments, 
has nothing at all to do in this Matter: For, tho? jt o- 


bliges him to reward all thoſe who are obedient, as he 


has promis'd to do; fince *tis their indiſputable and un- 
_ alienabIe& Right to be thus rewarded, and what they may 


tainly it lays him under "fo Obligation to, execute the 


humbly claim conſequent upon his Promiſe ; yet cer- 
Penalty annex'd to his Laws, or to puniſh ſinful Men in 


full, and rigorous Proportion to the Deſert of their Ini- | 
* Qquities: For, to whom wou'd he be unjuſt, if he ſhou'd 


not act thus? Without all Queſtion not to the Sinners: 


And if not to hem, none of his Subjects beſides have 


any Reaſon to complain; becauſe he is gracious and 
merciful, kind and forgiving. By Gop's Juſtice then, 
as concern'd in this Affair, muſt be meant his Juſtice to 


his Being, and Attributes, to his eſſential Purity and. 


Re&itude, and his Wiſdom as a Governour. And then 


it comes all to this, that Gop, as a holg and wiſe Go- 
0 


vernour, W ever be ſuppos'd forward to take 
the beſt Meaſures to ſupport the Dignity of his Crown, 
the Honour of his Government, and the Happineſs of. 
his Subjects, .cou'd not pardon the Sins of Men, and. 
receive them into Fayour, unleſs ſome ſuch honourable 
Amends were made for their Breach and Violation of 
his Laws, as wou'd convince the World how much he 
favour'd Virtue, and reſented Vice, and reſtrain them 
from preſumptuous Hope and Confidence in his Mer- 
cy, whilſt they continu'd in the Practice of Sin. And 
therefore whatever wou'd anſwer thoſe valuable and 


important Ends, be it equivalent to the Sufferings of all 


Mankind, as the Deſert of Sin, or nor, mult be look'd 
upon as ſufficient Satisfaction. 


And now, what cou'd give his Creatures a clearer, - 


| Notion of his awful Holineſs, and irreconcileable Ab- 


korrence of Sin and Vice, or cut off from them more 
effectually all Expectations of Impunity, if they conti- 
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nu'd to lead irregular and wicked Lives, than his deli- 
on, 


vering up the Brightneſs of his Glory, and the expreſs I. 
mage of his Perſon, bis ouly begotten and well-veloved 
Con to Death for their Te His not receiving 
them into Favour, but upon a Condition ſo full of 
Dread and Terror, as was the inconceivable Abaſe- 
ment, vaſt and unuſual Sufferings of that glorious and 
exalted Being, who next to himſelf was the moſt rais'd 
and ſuper- eminent Perſon in the Univerſe, the Head of 
the Creation, and vaſtly ſuperiour to the moſt excellent 
of the angelical Order? Fhis muſt be a more terrible; 
and flagrant Demonſtration of his inflexible and ſpotieſs 
Purity, than cou'd poſſibly be afforded upon the Trini- 


| Zarian Scheme; wherein a human Soul incomprehenſi- 


bly inferiour to the Arian Logos is the only Sufferer; 
the divine Nature being immutably happy, and conſe- 
quently not ſuſceptible of Affſiction and Pain: And the 
Sufferings of the Man Chriſt Jeſus muſt be as far at 
leaſt, as thoſe of the Logos, from being a ſtrict Equi- 
valent. Farther indeed they cou'd not be; for both are 
ſuppos'd to be but finite Beings; tho* one much above 
the other, and ſo equally uncapable of infinite Suffering 
in Degree. And therefore, upon both Schemes, ſince 
the ſupreme Gop is impaiible, if Sufferings of this kind 
were ſtrictly and indiſpenſably neceſſary, tis impoſſible 
any Satisfaction ſhou'd be Ta but all Mankind muſt 
have periſh'd. And finally, if every. Sin be infinitely 
evil, and Gob's Juſtice conſtrain'd him to demand infl- 
nite Satisfaction : IFthe Creator and his Creatures cou'd 
be reconcil'd on no other 'T'erms but theſe; ſuch a Re- 
coneiliation muſt have been impracticable upon both 
Schemes, for this Reaſon alſo: viz. Becauſe, ſuppoſing 
the Sufferings of Chriſt to be of infinite Worth, they 
wou'd be ſufficient ro atone but for oae Sin; and if no 
more than a certain determinate Number, elected from 
all Eternity, out of the Maſs of Mankind, were to be 
ſav'd, there muſt have been as many infinite Beings to 
ſuffer, as they had committed Sins, which are more 
than the CHRISTIAN and PAGAN Theology together. 
can furniſh us with. 3 4 5 5 

I hope, by this Time, I have plainly prqv'd, that up- 
on the Unitarian Principles, ſuch Satisfaction might be 
made to Gop for Mens Tranſgreſſion of his Laws, 
and Contempt of his — as wou'd be Waun 
5 9 8 a able 


* 


OS.” 48 nn - 644k th N 
N [2 on 8 . * * 7 2+ * 4 
* DJ 


; E ROI.” 
* , 


dle to his Petfections, preſerve and eſtabliſh the Repu- 
tation of his Government amongſt Men; that he might 


as well, Ar LEAST, upon their Principles, as on thoſe 


of the ORTHoDoOX, where Atonement ruſt be made 

by an inferior Nature, be juſt to his Glory and Excel- 
lence, and the Rights of his Sovereignty, and the Fuſti- 
fer N thoſè who believe in Jeſus; and conſequently, that 
they do not deſtroy that fundamental Article of the 
CHRISTIAN RELIGION, the Salvation of a loſt World 
by Jeſus Chriſt. | 

It may be ſaid farther, that to worſhip Chriſt upon 

the Unitarian Scheme, is IDoLATRY, which is a funda- 
mental Error; and therefore, that the Scheme it ſelf is 

an Error in Fundamentals. To know whether it be 
- fo or no, tis neceſſary that we ſtate the Notion of Ido- 
latry. Idolatry is either giving ſupreme, and abſolutely 
divine Honours to a created and inferiour Being ; or gi- 
ving any inferiour Worſhip to him, without a poſitive 
Command, or Ordination from Gop. The latter, as 
well as the former of theſe, is Idolatry ; and *tis only 
upon this State of it that we do, or can charge the PA- 
PISTS with it, for giving ſubordinate religious Honours 
to Angels, and departed Saints. Tis likewiſe for this 
Reaſon, that the /ae/izes worſhiping the golden Calf, 
is repreſented as Idolatry *: For tho” they were natu- 
rally a dull heavy People, it can't be imagin'd that they 
were ſo ſtupid and ſenſeleſs, and utterly abandon'd of 
Reaſon, as to think that fictitious Image, the Work of 
their own Hands, to be the very ſelf-exiſtent Jehovah, 
who brought them out of Agyp?, and had ſo miracu- 
louſly conducted them thro? the Red Sea, c. or that 
they defign'd it for any Thing but a Medium thro' which 
to convey their ſupreme Adoration and Reſpect, to the 
ultimate Object of it, the GoD or ISRAEL.  _ 
Nov the Worſhip which the Unitariaus pay to Chriſt, 
is not of the higheſt Kind; nor properly ſpeaking, divine; 
becauſe, tis all referr'd ultimately to His GoD and Father. 
Whereas, the proper Worſhip of the ſupreme Gop muſt 
reſt, and fix in himſelf, and can't be referr'd ultimately to 


any other; becauſe there is no Being ſuperiour to him; 


and conſequeptly, it can't be Idolatry in that Senſe of the 
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Word, viz, Giving ſupreme and abſolute divine Honours, 


to a created inferiour Being. Nor can it be ſo in the lat- 
ter Acceptation of it, viz. Giving inferiour Worſhip to 
ſuch a Being, without a Command, or Ordination from 
op; becauſe, they have both Command and Precedent 
in the holy Scriptures, for that Worſhip and religious 
Reſpe&, which they offer To Chriſt. And certainly, 
the moſt high Gop, without any real Diminution of 


his eſſential incommunicable Glory, may order an infe- 


riour Being, to receive inferiour Worſhip, which re- 
_ dounds ultimately to his own Glory, and ſo is an Acknow- 
ledgment of his unrivall'd, and. unparallell'd Excel- 
lence. And it can't be call'd giving his Honour to ano- 
ther; becauſe, tis no Honour, but a Diſgrace, and 


Diſparagement to him, to offer him any Worſhip of an 
inferiour Degree, and which does not terminate in him 


ſelf. Here then we ſee a plain Reaſon, why the 2 
are Idolaters, and the Unztarians are not ſo, viz. Be- 


cauſe the former pay religious Worſhip to Saints and 


Angels, without any Command, or Ordination from 
Gop; the latter do not aſcribe ſupremely divine Ho- 
nours to the Son, which wou'd be Idolatry; and have 

the Command of the Father, whq alone they acknows+ 
ledge as the one GopD of the Univerſe, for giving him 
inferiour Worſhip. | 


Beſides, the Worſhip which is given to Chriſt by the 


Unitarian Doctrine, is no more than what his Office, 
and the Relation he ſtands to us wou'd demand, an 


indiſpenſably oblige us to, if we knew nothing at all of 


his Nature; and conſequently, cannot be Idolatry mere- 
ly upon the Account of his being a deriv'd, dependent, 
and ſubordinate Being: For Inſtance, as he is our Me- 
diator, we are bound to pray to him, to intercede for 
us with the Father; as he is our exalted Saviour, we 
ought. ta praiſe him, and aſcribe Glory to him, provi- 
ded it be zo the Glory of the Father. If we believe Gop 


_ hath accepted his Death, as a ſufficient Satisfaction for 


our Breach of his Laws, we cannot but truſt in him 


for Pardon and Salvation, and we can't but love him, 
next to the ſupreme Gop, above all other Beings, who _ 


next to him, has been our beſt Friend, and higheſt Be- 
nefactor. And 1 will be bold to ſa „That whatever 
be the Reaſon of it, the Worſhip preſcrib'd by The Gol- 
pel, is no other than can very well be offer d upon U- 
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nitarian Principles, it being of the Father as the ulti- 
mate Object of it *, Through the Mediation of the Son, 

In, Jun the Holy Ghoſt r. There 1s no Worſhip paid 

to Chriſt as ſupreme Gop, none terminating ultimately 
in Hi; none but what is referr'd to the Father. And 
particularly, the Doxologies which are addreſs'd to him, 
are never upon the Account of his independent Deity, 
Self- origination, or natural Sovereignty over the Crea- 
tures; but only upon the Account of the unſpeakable 
Grace, expreſo'd in his Humiliation, and Death, for the 
Sake of Mankind, and the regal Authority he exerciſes 


as Mediator 4. 


And even where all Men are commanded to Honour 
he Son , even as they honour the Father; the Founda- 
tion of it, is not his neceſſary Exiſtence, or any origi- 
nal Right, which he had to the Services of rational Be- 
ings; but that Power and Authority he receiv'd from the 
Father . Farther, the Holy Ghgſt.is never directly wor- 
 ſhipp'd, either by Invocation, Prayer, Thankſgiving, or 

Oxology ; becauſe he is always repreſented as Chriſt's 
Miniſter, and never as inveſted with Dominion, Sove- 
8 5 or regal Authority. N 
Upon the whole Matter, this Propoſition, That zhe. 
Fatber, Son, aud Spirit, are the one ſupreme Being, is 
not a fundamental of Chriſtianity ; becauſe tis not ſo 
clearly reveal'd, as to be obvious to every fincere, ſeri- 
ous Enquirer after Truth, of ordinary Capacity, or e- 
ven to Men of good Senſe and Learning. Nor is it 
determin'd to be a Doctrine of that Importance, (which 
is another neceſſary Mark of a Fundamental, in the 
written Records of our Religion, which contain a 
compleat Syſtem, both of Chriſtian Principles, and 
Practice. ne | „ 
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JJ 1.18. Heb. iv. t4, 15, 16. "© Phll. it} Tt. 
n. Re, 5; 6. G. v. 12, 13, 14. Ch. 

vii. To, Which are all the Doxologies evidently, and indiſputably 

directed to Chriſt, in the New Teſtament. 8 | 
| © Kagws,qas truly. See Folm xvii. 11. Eph. v. 25. Where 

the ſame Word is us d to confirm this Interpretation. Mr. Leigh in 
his Critica Sacra, ſays, Kd eſt ſimilitudinis adverbium. Ir 
roreth an Equity, and like Equality ; not an Equality. In parti- 

_ cul. Kas, Join v. 22, 23. e 1 
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And this Conſideration is as ſtrong a Motive to Peace 


and Union among Chriſtians, as any Thing can be ſup- 


pos'd to be: And I am lure as ſeaſonable; when what 


is really, and truly a fundamental of Chriſtianity, the 
great Law of Love and Charity, that PECULIAR Pre- 


cept of the Goſpel, in the Obſervation of which con- 


fiſts ſo great a Fart of the Perfection of human Nature, 
is fo tranigreſs'd and violated, under Pretence of obey- 
ing another Precept of it, vix. Contending 2 for 
the Faith once deliver'd to the Saints. What ſhou'd hin- 


der, but that they who have all the Faith, which is ne- 


ceſſary to quality them for a Participation of the Chri- 
ſtian Reward, and are ſincere and. conſtant in all the 


Duties of a holy Life, ſhou'd mutually careſs and em- 


brace each other, notwithſtanding any Difference of 
Sentiment about Matters of leſſer Moment and Con- 
cern, Points of diſputable Opinion ?# And particularly, 
with Reference to Church Communion, I can't fee a- 
ny Reaſon why the preſent Debates about the HoLY 
IRINITY ſhou'd make Chriſtians ſet up Altar againſt 


Altar, or retuſe to aſſemble in one Place of Worthip, 
and communicate with each' other peaceably. Both 


Parties believe all the neceſſary Articles of Chriſtian Do- 
Erine; and therefore, as many amongſt either of them, 
as have their Converſations becomiug the Goſpel, will be 
accepted by the Judge of Quic and Dead, and rewarded 
at the Coming of. the Day of Gop, when there will be 


large Allowances made for the Weakneſs of our Un- 


deritandings, and the neceſſary Defects of our Know- 


ledge in this State of his Immaturity and Darkneſs. And 


certainly, poor fallible ſintul Creatures ought not to be 


more rigorous than their omniſcient and righteous Cre- 
ator; but to bear with one another's unavoidable Im- 


. perfections, as each expect to be born with by their fel- 


low Chriſtians; and that GoD will not deal too ſtricts- 
and ſeverely with them, at the Day of Recompence.. 


1 

Thoſe who may, and mutt dwell together in one Hea- 
ven, ought to own themſelves of one Church here up- 
on Earth. Thoſe who acknowledge o Gop, who 
is the Father of them all, and he Father of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, one Hope of their Hud one Lord and 
King, to whom they are in Subje cen eyen him whom 
the Ferber hath exalted to be a Prince: Who have one 


the 


Faith as to Eſſentials, and one Bapriſin into the Name of 
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zhe Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, ought not to be 
backward to make one Society, one Community, or 
Body. For 'tis no light Matter, but what Men will ne- 
ver be able to anſwer in the Face of their Judge, and 


I» * * 2 gs 26 3 tes), 4. th 
* ee e 2 + 
e 2 . 
1 
7 


> 
1 


2 before the awful and holy Congregation of Angels and 


Saints, to xeje&t thoſe as unworthy Chriſtian Commu- 
nion, and upon a Level with Infidels, who are precious 
in God's Sight, whom he knows to be ſincere and up- 
right in Heart and Life, and will at laſt commend and 
crown; or to ſhut thoſe out. of the Church, and den 
them the Privileges they have a Right to, as good Chriſ- 
tians, who will be admitted into es: „„ 
This is the very Reverſe of the Practice of the Primi- 


tive Chriſtians. For tho they, as well as we, could 
not but have different Notions of many Things; (Mens 
Underſtandings, and conſequently their Apprehenſions 


of Queſtions which admit of Debate, having ever been 
almoſt as various and different, as their Faces) yet they 
met together in common for the Worſhip of God *, Ge- 


Ang of one Heart and one Soul ®, i. e. unanimous in Love 


and brotherly Affection. And St. Paul prays, that thoſe 
whom he ſuppoſes of different Sentiments about Mat- 


ters of doubiful Diſputation, might be of one Mind, i. e. 
Agree in Charity and mutual Forbearance, tho® they 


could not in Opinion. © Now the God of Patience, who 
bears with his Creatures, notwithſtanding the Vani- 


| > 1nd their Thoughts, and the Weakneſs of their Rea- 
i 


a5 we you zo be. like minded, i. e. to be of the 
fame Diſpoſition towards one another, according to Fe- 


us Chrift, his Direction, and Example, zhat you may 


with one Mind, and one Mouth, glorify God, even the 


' Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, i. e. that this patient 
and ſubmiſſive Temper of Mind may incline you, not- 


withſtanding your ſeveral Views of Things, to join to- 
oe in worſhiping the God and Father of our Lord e- 
AS 


Chriſt: He adds, Wherefore receive one another to 


Chriſtian Communion, uſing Compaſſion towards thoſe 


| that are weak, as Chriſt has in receiving us with all our 


Weakneſſes and Follies, 20 the Glory of God. And this 


fame Apoſtle exhorts the Corinthians, © to be of one Mind, 


oy IL" EE. 


All. ii. 44,46. Chap. iv. 32. 0 Rom. xv. 56. ver. 7. 
© 2 Cor. xiii. 13. | | N 4 
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aud live in Peace, i. e. not to be of the fame Appre- 
henſions about every thing in e for that, tho? 
it were deſirable, yet was not in their Power, and ſo 

could not be the Subject of an Exhortation ; but, when 
they could not have Uniformity of Judgment, not to 
let that break the Peace of the Church, or be the Oc- 
caſion of Diviſions, and of their forming themſelves in- 
to diſtin&t Parties and Factions, which mult needs give 
the World a very odd Notion of the Religion they pro- 
feſs'd, and prejudice the Minds of thoſe that were with- 
out againſt it. 1 5 L 

I am loath to fay it, tho? it be true, that thoſe who in- 

_ fiſt moſt on the Orthodoxy and Purity of their Faith, 
in the Point now conteſted, are leaſt diſpos'd to obſerve 
theſe healing Precepts of the Apoſtle, and follow thofe 
Patterns of Humility and Peace, which were ſet them 
by the Chriſtian Church in its firſt and pureſt Ages. 1 
hope, the Reaſon why they give no greater Evidence of 
the Goodneſs of their Faith by their Works, is their think- 
ing their Adverſaries to be in a Fundamental Error; and 

that therefore as ſoon as they are convinc'd of their 

Miſtake, they will live in Love with them as Brethren. 
For what tho' the Unitarian Notion be (according to 
your preſent Thoughts) an infinite Diſparagement to 

the Blefled Jeſus Stirs muſt be thought by them alto- _ 
gether as injurious to the Honour of the Father, ſo that 
you both itand in equal Need of each others Charity. 

And as Gop knowing their Nearts, and that they love 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt in Sincerity, and would not wil- 
lingly derogate from his Honour for ten thouſand Worlds, 
pities them, and forgives the Error of their Underſtand- 
ings: So ought you to receive, and own, and honour 
them for the Strength of their Love to God and Chriſt, 
notwithſtanding the Weakneſs of their Faith, and the 
ſuppos'd Malignancy of their Principles: For tis very 
often a reaſonable Thing, and a Duty, to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween Perſons and their Principles, and to eſteem, and 
love, and look upon the Former with Pleaſure, while 
werenounce, abhor, and tremble at the Thoughts of the 
Latter. | | „ 

- The Caſe is not exactly the ſame with Relation to 
Communion between Chriſtian People, and their Mi- 
 Niſters. For I grant, there are ſome Errors which are 
not Fundamental, which will warrant their CR: | 
1 : I "ge i 8 eim, 
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them, or ſeparating from them: But then they are only 
fach as relate to the publick Worſhip, of which they are 
the Directors and Managers, and make it impoſſible for 
them to join in it without wounding their own Con- 
ſciences, and offending God; or elſe ſuch as ſtrike at 


the Root of practical Godlineſs, and deſtroy the indiſ- 
penſable Obligations to Religion, and a holy Life. Of 


the tormer Sort are thoſe Errors of the Papiſts, which 


makes them read their Prayers in an unknown Tongue, 


by which an unlearn'd Chriſtian can never be edify'd; 
and frequently addreſs themſelves in their publick Li- 


turgy, to Angels, and Saints, as Mediators between God 
and us, or Interceſſors for us with the Grand Mediator; 
their Doctrine about the Manner of celebrating the Eu- 

. chariſt, c. Of the latter Sort, is the. Error of the Au- 


tinomiaus, that Men may be united to Chriſt, while they 


continue in Sin *, and that 'tis not neceſſary in Order 


to Salvation, that they leave it afterwards, (tho? they are 
bound to do it in Gratitude) for tis one of their Princi- 

ples, that nothing that was ever a Member of Chriſt can 
be loſt to Eterniry. And thoſe Errors which make no 
Alteration in the Chriſtian Worſhip, and have very little, 
if any, Influence on Practice, onght, I think, to be born 
with in a Miniſter, as well as in a private Chriſtian ; and 
a Separation upon the Account of them, is a Cauſe leſs 


unjuſtifiable, diſſolving a Relation which is very ſacred 


and important. For if a Separation be warranted by 


Difference in Judgment, between Miniſters and their 


People, about one ſuch diſputable Point, I can't ſee 
but it muſt be warranted by Difference in Judgment 


about any; which will deſtroy all Order and Regularity, 


and introduce inevitable Contuſion into the Churches of 


_ Chriſt; ſince this frequently happens, and will happen, 
in ſpight of all the Methods that can be taken to pre- 
- FENT it. | | 


Of this latter Sort I take the Error of the Unzarians 
to be; (if it be an Error) it makes no Change in Goſpel 
Worſhip, ſince 'tis ſcarce diſputed, whether their Wor- 
thip be ſtrictly and exactly Eriptural, 2:2. Of the Father 


ultimately thro” the Son, as Mediator, by the Aſſiſtance 


of the Holy Spirit; and it can have no ill Influence up- 


—— =_ 
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a Shepherd's Sound Bel. pag. 321, 80, 77, Ge. 
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on Practice, becauſe the Unztarzians are, upon their own 
Principles, under immenſe and boundlets Obligations 
5 i (tho 5055 love the Father alone ſupreme= 
115 and are oblig d to love him incomprehenſibly above 
this World, and all its Enjoyments, and even above 
Life itſelf; and to ſerve him to the utmoſt of their Ca- 
pacity; that is; to ſerve him better than any Man has ever 
yet done, or will ever do. And therefore, how the Gen- 
tlemeni at Exoz, and the ſeven Miniſters, who were their 
Directors and Aſſiſtants in that bleſſed Work, will an= 
fer for their ejecting Men of ſuch Piety, Learning, 
and eminent Uſefulnets, as Mr. Hallet, and Mr. Peirce, 
to the Sovereign Judge, mult be left to the laſt and de- 
ciſive Day to be determin'd. I believe. they would be 
put hard to it, to make a good, or even, tolerable De- 
| 7 Tay of their Conduct before equal and impartial ,, _ 
And now, Thope, I can appeal to the All-wiſe Searcher, 
of Hearts, tor the Sincerity of my Intentions in publiſh- 
ing the foregoing Eſſay. I call him to witneſs, that tis 
my ſincere Aim to reſtrain that licentious and malignant 
Spirit of Cenſure, and Excommunication, which has 
prevail'd ſo mightily of late, and to revive decaying Cha- 
rity, (that excellent, tho? neglected Grace) which is the 
diſtinguiſhing Mark of a Diſciple of our Lord, the Bond 
and Cement of the Chriſtian Society. If I offend any, 
I can only ſay, twas far from my Deſign, which was. 
not to exaſperate, but _— Let no one ſay; that the 
Reaſon why I condemn Reviling, Hereticating, 'and 
Anathematizing, with Relation to the preſent Diſputes, 
is, becauſe all the Thunder and Vengeance is level'd at 
Men of my Principles: For, if I know any thing of my 
_ own Heart, I am difpos'd to cenſure: EQuaLLy every 
Degree of intemperate Heat in each of the contending 
Parties. I always had, (I bleſs God). ever ſince I began 
to underſtand, or think to any Purpoſe, large and gene- 
rous Principles, and there was never any thing either in 
my Temper, or Education, which might incline me to 
arrowneſs and Bigotry. And I am heartily glad of te 
Opportunity, which now offers itſelf, of making this 
publick, ſerious Profeſſion; that I value thoſe who are 
of different Perſuaſions from me, more than thoſe who _ 
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agree with me in Sentiment, if they are more ſerious; 4 
ſober, and charitable. . Dn ED .* 
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Fiabn iii. 36. 


THE 


OME of my Orthodox Brethren, of more 
Zeal than e pretend, that when Chriſt 
is called the Son of God, in that Phraſe is im- 
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1 ply'd his being of the ſame numerical Nature, 


F 4 


and Eſſence with God; and conſequently that the Belief 
of his having the ſelf-ſame, individual Nature, or Eſſenge 
With God, is neceſſary to conſtitute a Man a true Thrit- 
tian; becauſe the Belief of his being the Son of God is 


evidently determin'd to be fo in the Holy Scriptures . 


I ſhall briefly conſider what they offer to ſupport this wild 
Paradox, for the fake of thoſe plain, honeſt Chriſtians, 
who can't diſtinguiſh between Sophiſtry, and good Rea- 


foning, Myſtery, and Nonſenſe, not doubting at the 


ſame time but that every unbiaſs'd Enquirer into the Na- 
ture and Reaſon of Things, ſees it to be a direct and flat 
Contradiction. | „ 

If I miſtake not, I have known the Argument put thus: 
Every proper, natural Son, is of the ſame Nature with 


his Father who begat him; if then Chriſt be the true and 
natural Son of God, he would have the ſame Eſſence 
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with God, and be in the higheſt Senſe of me Word God. 
But now if this Argument proves any tung; it proves 
more than they would. deſire, vix. That Chriſt bein 
the proper and natural Son of God muſt have a a | 
diſtin&t Nature from God, tho? = >cifically the Mme, 
a8 Very S8 a really diſtinct Nature from his Fa- 
ther who begat him, tho? ſuppos'd to be ſpecifically the 
ſame; 5. e. it proves the Exiſtence of two diſtinct, in- 
finite Minds, Father, and Son, which is an Error abun» 
. dantly worſe than Socinianiſin itſelf, as being ſubverſiye 
of an acknowledg'd Fundamental Principle of reveal'd 
Religion, vis. The Unity of the GopRE Av. 
That in Chriſt's being the Son of God, is imply'd his 
being of the ſame numerical Nature or Eſſence with 


as Bon 


_ 


God, has been argu'd farther from the Charge which the 


Fews brought againſt him, viz. That he made himſelf 
ee with God, becauſe he ſaid that God was his Father. 
But ſuppoſing that the Fews _ this their Charge 
juſt, and that his calling God his Father did imply in it 
a making himſelf equal with him, was there a W 
and inſeparable Connection between their Judgment, and- 
the real Truth of Things? Or can i be 

equal with God, they meant, having the ſame individual, 
numerical Nature with God; i. e. that they charg'd him 
With making. himfelf the ſelf-ſame Being whom they 
charg'd him as arrogating an Equality with? In other. 
Words with making himſelf one and the ſame Being 
with the one in God, and yet another and diſtinct 


Being from him? But why muſt the eus be thought 
good Interpreters of our Lord's Words, who were con- 
them to an ill Senſe, whenever they had the leaſt Co- 
lour for it, and who ſought continually 20 betray him in 
his Speech, that they UNE find ſome Matter of plauſible 


eſſedly his inveterate Enemies, conſtant Perverters of 


prov'd that by 


2 


Accuſation againſt him? Is it not probable that this Inter- 
pretation of theirs was from Spite and Prejudice, rather 


than from a Conviction that the Words really carried 
this Senſe in them? Indeed as it happens, the Anſwer . 


F 


which our Saviour gave to this Charge, plainly ſhews it 


to have been a Calumny, and that in theſe Words, My 


Father | worketh hitherto, and I work, which were the 
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Foundation of it, he deſign'd nothing leſs than to aſſume 
to himſelf an Equality with God «. . 
Ihe Proofs of Chriſt having the ſame numerical Na- 
ture with God from his being call'd his Son, which I + 


* 


have already conſider'd, are ſo egregiouſly trifling, that 


am very willing to ſuppoſe, that thoſe who lay ſuch 
a mighty Streſs upon it, have ſomewhat more ſpecious 
and plauſible to offer: And I think if it be any thing, it 
mult be this, v:2. That Chriſt being the proper, eternal 


. 


Son of God, neceſlarily begotten of him, mult have the 


fame Nature and Eſſence with God, and ſo be very and 
ſupreme God, becauſe no Being can be eternal, and ne- 


Leſſary beſides the ſupreme God, and ſince the Scripture 
has determin'd, that the ſupreme Being is but one, mult 
have individually the ſame, and not a diſtinct Nature 
from him. I ſhall give my Reaſons why I think this 


Argument inconclufive. _ REFS 
Ihe Firſt is, its being founded upon a manifeſt Con- 


tradiction, the eternal, neceſſary Generation of the Son 


of God. For if it was neceſſary from Eternity to the 
divine Nature to beget the Son, it muſt be neceſſary to 
Eternity, ſince what is neceſſary to, it, muſt be always 


ſo, and conſequently would be always be begetting, 
but never be begotten. And to ſay that he is begotten, 


is to ſay, that an Act which is neceſlary to the divine 


Nature, is ceas'd, and diſcontinu'd, z. e. that an Ack 


which is neceſſary, is not neceſſary, which is a Contra- 


diction in Terms. 


Secondly, Chriſt's being the proper and natural Son of 
God, begotten of, or deriv'd from him, affords certain 
Evidence of his not having the fame individual Nature 


with God. | 

1. Becauſe then the ſelf- ſame individual Being would 
be its own Father and Son, which is a direct and ex- 
preſs Contradiction. For if the Son has the whole di- 


vine Nature communicated him by God, who upon 


. . | : 0 
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3 19, and fe lowing Verſes; in which he directly aſſerts his Sub- 
ordinution to, and Dependance on the Father, as the Son, and con- 
ſequeniiy denies that his Words did either in themſelves, or accord- 


Independence on him. 
See Chubbs's Supremacy of the Father aſſerted, P. 3. 
3 $2 . = that 


gg to his Intentien in ſpeaking them, imply his Equality with, er 


SE: 


is only of himſelf, and | 

and if becauſe he is the Son of God, he cannot be a ſelfs 
exiſtent, neceſſary Being; *tis evident that he is not the 
ſame in Eſſence, or the ſame Being with the ſelf- exiſtent, 


be ſuffecrent Witneſſes of the Fat. A Sermon 


EI ²˙¹ü. — PN T - 
r ] . A ˙wꝛʃ : ̃ ö my 


- 4 F 
> A ; * 
7 * 4 
6 0 1 
+ 
0 


8 


= - that Account is ſtil'd his Father, he muſt neceſſarily be 


. 


he ſelf-ſame Being with God, 2. e. he muſt be his own 
Father. This Argument holds good, whether we ſup- 
Fe his Generation to have been from Eternity, or in 


Time, free, or neceſſary; eſpecially if we ſuppoſe the 


Generation to have been neceſſary, muſt the very Act of 


etting himſelf have been the Son's Act; becauſe if this 


be 

Act be neceſſary to the divine Nature, it muſt have been 

 deriv'd to him together with it, and its other eſſential 
Properties. | | 5 


2. Becauſe if the Son have one common Being with 


the Father, the ſelf-ſame, individual Nature mult be de- 
riv'd, and underiv'd, (or if other Terms will pleaſe bet 
ter) begotten, and unbegotten, which is as much a Con- 


tradiction as to ſay, that the ſelf-ſame thing is, and is not 
at the ſame Time, | E 


3. If Chriſt be the proper Son of God, begotten of, or 
deriv'd from him, whether in a common, or peculiar 


Way, in Time, or from Eternity, he cannot be a ſelf- 
exiſtent, neceſſary . becauſe the ſelf-exiſtent Being 
as not his Eſſence from another; 


neceſſary Being, unleſs the ſelf-exiſtent Being can be 
ſelf-exiſtent, and not ſelf- exiſtent, neceſſary, and not ne- 
ceſſary. And I will add farther, that not being ſelf-ex- 
iſtent, nor conſequently independent, he muſt be ſpeci- 


fically diſtinct from the ſelf-exiſtent, independent Being. 
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cient Jews, or Modern Deiſts ; and his Diſciples 82 to 

reach'd 
at Trowbridge, in the County of Mils. With ſome 
Additions and Amendments. Price 4 4. | 
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= red, againſt the moſt Important Objedtions of the An- 
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= 1 HE Pſalms of David imitated in the 8 
[ of the New Teſtament, and a Bed to the 


Chriſtian State and Worſhip. By the Reverend Mr, 
| IsaAAc Warrs. The Second Edition. Price s. 7 
II. The Hiſtory of Neu- England. Containing an im- 
„ partial Account of the Civil and Eccleſſaſtical Af- 
1 fairs thereof, 3 a new and accurate Map of the 
1 Country: And an A pendix, containing their preſent 
Charter, their Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, and their Mu- 
nicipal Laws. By the Reverend Mr. DANEL Near, 
| In Two Volumes, $99. 
III. The Church and Diſſenters compar'd, as to Perſe- 
ö cution. In ſome Remarks on Dr. Walker's Attempt 
| to recover the Names and Sufferings of the Clergy 
1 that were ſequeſtred, c. between 1640 and 1600. 
By the Reverend EDMUND CarLamy, D. D. Price 15. 
=; I. Diſcourſes on ſeveral Subjects. By the Reverend 
| Mr. RIichARD TAYLOR, M. A. To which is added 
bis Funeral Sermon. 37 the Reverend Mr. JokN 
NkEsgirr. In Two Volumes, 8. 
v. A Deſcription of the Four laſt Things, iz. Death, 
Judgment, Heaven and Hell, in Blank Verſe. The 
Second Edition. To which is added three Spectators, 
printed in the Year 1715, on the following Subjects, 
23d. The Tombs in eſtminſter-Abbey ; The Chriſti- 
an's Felicity; The Joys of Eternity: 'And alſo, A 
| Meditation on the Works of Creation, never before 
printed. By the ſame Author. Price 1 5. 6 d. | 
VI. A Collection of the Promiſes of Scripture, under 
their proper Heads, In Two Parts. epreſenting, 
1. The Bleſſings promis d. 2. The Duties to which 
Promiſes are made. With an Introduction, contain- 
ing Obſervations upon the Excellency, and Uſe of 
the Promiſes and 8 for the right Applica- 
tion of *em. By the Reverend Mr. SAMUEL CLARK, 
- Price Bound 25. . | 
VII. The Doctrine of the ever Bleſſed Trinity Stated 
1 and Defended: By ſome London Miniſters. The In- 
þ troduction. By the Reverend Mr. Toxs. Chap. I, 
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1 ö Ney, end Mr. SxMITH. Chap. III. By the Reverend 
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VIII. A Letter to the Reverend Mr. Tong, Mr. Robin- 


fon, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Reynolds. Occafion'd by 


the late Differences amoneſt the Diſſenters. Where- 


in is confider'd the Regard Diflenters ought to pay to 
human Forms in Matters of Faith. With ſome Ge- 
neral Remarks on their late Book. To which is ad- 
ded, An Appendix, containing Two Letters ſent by 

ſome Diſſenting Gentlemen to their Miniſters : And 
other Papers. 

Price 5. - | 


TX. A Vindication of the true Deity of our Bleſſed Sa- 


viour: In Anſwer to Mr. Emlyz. By the Reverend 


Mr. Jostyn Boyst of Dublin. The Third Edition. 


Price Bound 2 5s: 


X. The Unity of God, not Inconſiſtent with the Di- 


vinity of Chriſt. Being Remarks on the Paſſages in 


Dr. Waterlan#'s Vindication, c. relating to the U- - 
nity of God, and to the Object of Worſhip. Price 6d. 


XI. Some Plain and Short Arguments from Scripture, 


proving the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to be the ſupreme God, 
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ſtanding his Acknowledg'd Inferiority with the Fa- 


ther, with Reſpect to his Human Nature and Media- 
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XII. A Vindication of the true Divinity of our Lord 
- Feſus Chriſt, in the Words of our Saviour and his a- 
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XIII. A Calm Defence of the Deity of Jeſus Chriſt. 


With Remarks on a Letter to a Diſſenter at Exeter. 


By the Reverend Mr. JoHN Mook of Tiverton. The 


Second Edition. Price 6 4. 1 8 . 5 
XIV. Certain Propoſitions, by which the Doctrine of 
the Holy Trinity is ſo explain'd, according to the An- 
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tural Reaſon. By the Right Reverend Father in God, 
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XV. A Brief Collection of Scripture Arguments, in 


- 


Defence of the True, Proper and Supreme Deity of 


our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. By a Private 
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XVII. The Innocent vindicated: Or thöte falſely call'd 
ww. gefended by a few plain Texts of Scripture, 
ie wicked Aſperſions⸗ of uncharitable- Men, 
who are wiſe above what is written. The Second 
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XIX: 3 Detected and Confuted: . A ſhort and 
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Edition. To which is added, An Appendix in An- 
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thor of The Letter to a Diſſenter i in 59 Price 6 d. 
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about the Holy Trinity: Addreſs'd to both the Con- 

tending Parties. Price 6 J. 
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